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This question deserves a double answer – yes and no. Yes in the existential sense because “money 

answers everything” (Ecclesiastes 10:19). You can’t purchase anything without paying for it. Even if 

something did come free to you, it was an expense to someone else. Ever since early history, money has 

become sufficient to obtaining the essential things of life such as food, clothes, shelter, and now water. 

That’s why everyone has a vocation of sorts – to provide for their needs and desires. It’s understood that if 

one doesn’t work, he doesn’t eat. There is also a balance. We should work, but not because we are work-

alcoholics, but because we love our families and the poor. We must work for their sake. Work is certainly 

not the goal because when one dies, he can’t take what he has earned with him. He simply dies and 

someone else benefits from the results of his work.  

My answer is also no because work is not the goal of this life. It is not a means to an end. The things 

that matter most are the things that are intangible virtues such as love, friendship, trust, etc. A job merely 

serves the purpose of fulfilling those virtues. If you are a husband and (or) father, you will seek a job to 

feed, clothe, and house your wife and children. If you are a good friend to someone who is poor, you will 

work to help them out. If you want to gain someone’s trust, you will handle their finances well. The 

number of examples is extensive.  

Think of Scrooge from the Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. He is exhibit A when it comes to his 

life – not his work, his life. He worked so much so, that book-keeping was his life. He worked all the time 

and had no time for people. He was a recluse, which is why he was so hateful toward everyone. Besides 

being in relationship with God, getting love from other humans keeps the heart soft and loving. But one 

who is isolated from human affection will turn as hard as a stale biscuit. Such circumstances lead to what 

God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18). People who miss the whole point of life 

turn bitter, angry, and murderous. That’s my position. This is common sense, but one who works his 

whole life away has no friends or time for them.        


